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STA PSC Meeting Notes 
July 13, 2011 
7 – 9 p.m., SAGH 
 
PRESENT: 
 
PSC Reps: 
Baumann, Helen (STA Site- for Lorraine Dabney) 
Chiu, Laura (Human Concerns) 
Hart, Kathleen (SAG Site) 
Lucha, Jerry (OLR Site) 
Lundin, Chris (Communications) 
Martin, Micky (Community Life) 
McLaughlin, Jim (Facilities) 
Morales, Griselda (Hispanic) 
Nelson, Shannon (Adult Spirituality - for Bev 
Wade) 
Recinto, Karen (Youth) 
Tully, Chuck (Administration) 
Valenton, Fr. Randy (Parochial Vicar) 
Williams, Kay (Liturgy) 
 
Absent: 
Fletcher, Hal (Catechetical) 
Martinson, Mary (Finance) 
Stanley, Fr. Matt (Pastor) 

Guests: 
Chippendale, Ruth 
Decker, Judy 
Lundin, Nora (Liturgy Coordinator) 
Morrison, Anne 
Morrison, Bill 
Purcell, Marguerite 
Seimas, Fr. Peter  (Parochial Vicar) 

 
A welcome by chair Kay Williams was extended to all.  Chris Lundin of 
Communications presented the opening prayer via computer and projector, and prayers 
were offered by the attendees for sick parishioners, specifically John Uebbing, Jerry 
Martinson, and Mary Fong. 
 
The minutes of the June 8 meeting were approved as received.  Kay recognized the 
contribution of outgoing PSC secretary Kathleen Hart for her two years of PSC minutes. 
 
Announcements from the floor: 
Marguerite Purcell noted that the celebration of the 50th anniversary of the founding of St. 
Albert the Great Church continues in August with a Women’s Leadership Tea on August 
13, celebrating with women who have been leaders at St. Albert’s, including some of the 
nuns, and an art exhibit on October 1 and 2, with display of art works by parish artists 
and craftspeople. 
 
Micky Martin confirmed the date of the parish picnic on September 18 at OLR; the first 
planning meeting will be July 21, at the Pastoral Center at 7:30 p.m. 
 
CLERGY REPORT: 
Fr. Randy distributed the revised organizational chart that Fr. Matt has prepared as a tool 
for parish staff to clarify each staff person’s relationship to the pastoral ministries.  A 
brief discussion brought out concern from Human Concerns that Jean Ramacciotti’s role 
relative to this ministry is not clear (Jean is RCIA Director);  clarification will be sought 
from Fr. Matt upon his return.  Nora commented that Fr. Matt’s intent in developing the 
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org chart was to use the parish staff to help him manage the many different parish 
ministries by providing clear communication paths between staff and ministry reps. 
 
Continuing his report, Fr. Randy noted the results of the diocesan Peace and Dignity 
initiative on June 25-26: 
155 cards were turned in, specifically as follows: 
STA, 7:30 am – 13 
         8:45 am – 13 
         10:30 am – 12 
         12:00 pm - 8 

SAG, 5 pm – 10 
          9 am - 29 

OLR, 9 am – 57 (Hispanic) 
         10: 30 am - 13 

The high count at the 9:00 am Hispanic Mass at OLR testifies to the effect of Fr. Engel’s 
encouragement of the effort as part of his homily.   
 
Jerry Lucha commented that the announcement of the initiative and encouragement to 
sign up to receive alerts from the Catholic Legislative Network also pointed people to the 
internet site where they could sign up directly, so the numbers of cards turned in may not 
reflect the total who actually register for the network alerts. 
 
Fr. Randy welcomed our new parochial vicar, Fr. Peter Seimas, to the meeting.  Fr. Peter 
spoke briefly about his appreciation of the warm welcome he is receiving throughout the 
parish.  He went on to tell us that he was born in Campbell, became aware of his call to 
the priesthood as early as the third grade, when he was allowed to become an altar server, 
completed a degree in business at San Jose State University, entered the seminary, where 
he received M.A. degrees, and was ordained in 2002.  As a priest, he served at St. Mary’s 
in Gilroy, Sunnyvale’s Resurrection parish, and then the past four years at St. Joseph of 
Cupertino parish in Cupertino, where he developed the hospital ministry at Kaiser Santa 
Clara.  He also has twenty years of experience in youth ministry.  (Fr. Peter’s last name is 
pronounced SEE-MAS;  it is of Portuguese origin.) 
 
Fr. Randy was happy to report that Fr. Franklin Epie from Cameroon is visiting here until 
the end of August.  He will be covering Masses while Fr. Randy is in Peru throughout 
August studying Spanish and Fr. Peter is on vacation in August.  In September 
seminarian Michael Gray starts his parish intern year in our parish.  And one last note on 
the clergy front, two visiting French priests concelebrated Masses last Thursday and 
Friday.  Fr. Matt returns from his Hawaii vacation on Monday, July 18. 
 
SCHEDULED REPORTS: 
Hispanic Ministry:  Griselda Morales presented a beautiful and colorfully designed 
report on the activities of the Hispanic community over the last 6 months.  Highlights 
included an all-day retreat in February for 60 volunteers, attendance by 10 volunteers in 
March at the Los Angeles Religious Education Congress, a confirmation retreat in April 
for parents and youth and a separate retreat for the 5 adults who were preparing for 
Confirmation, the Confirmation ceremony in May, a First Communion retreat for parents 
and children in May, and the actual First Communion Day on May 22.  In addition, 
catechist Miriam Melendez was recognized for 25 years of service at the Pius X dinner in 
May, and two members of the Hispanic community, Maria Elena Mendoza and Rodrigo 
Rengifo graduated from the ILM in June. 
 
Administrator:  Chuck Tully distributed the June budget report and explained the 
numbers.  He noted that on-line giving is now available to help meet the Sunday goal of 
$11,000 each week.  Rental income is good, especially with the completion of the 
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Thomas House, although currently the Homer House apartments are unrented.  There are 
still last details of the Thomas House renovation to be completed (floors, handicapped 
door, lowering exhaust hood over stove), but two of the three apartments are rented.  
Chuck estimated that by the end of August, full use of the Thomas House will be 
available.  Jim McLaughlin of Facilities noted that a final walk-through of the Thomas 
House has still to be scheduled.  In addition, Chuck noted that the Rectory line item is 
budgeted lower this year because no cook has been hired for the rectory—the three 
priests prefer to take care of their meals on their own. 
 
Liturgy:  Kay Williams said that the on-going aspects of Liturgy do not change from 
month to month or year to year, so the report is often a repeat of prior reports.  The 
liturgical year has its own demands which take up the time of the Liturgy Board.  With 
the introduction of the new Roman Missal coming in Advent, the Liturgy Board is 
working on catechesis to the community in preparation for the new language of the 
Missal.  Nora commented that Diana Macalintal, Director of Liturgy for the Diocese of 
San Jose, will speak on September 7 in OLR Church on the subject of the new Missal. 
Kay encouraged all ministries to consult with the Liturgy Board if liturgical celebrations 
are desired or planned by a particular ministry for a particular event. All are welcome to 
attend the Liturgy meetings, the first Saturday of each month at SAGH from 8:30 – 10:00 
a.m. 
 
CONTINUING BUSINESS: 
Time and Talent 2011:  Kay reported that the T&T Committee is planning a single 
Sunday in October as “Volunteer Sunday,” preceded a week before by inclusion of the 
volunteer registration form in the bulletin with an announcement encouraging people to 
consider how each can offer time and talent to the parish community.  The October date 
is yet to be determined, but October 2 appears to be likely.  On Volunteer Sunday, each 
Mass community will honor a volunteer (or volunteers) with presentation of the annual 
Stewardship Award; it is hoped that each presider will include remarks on the spiritual 
and communal values of stewardship in his homily on Volunteer Sunday.  In addition, 
each ministry is encouraged to take the initiative of identifying volunteers at any time in 
the year, with pulpit announcements describing particular needs, bulletin pleas, and lots 
of face-to-face invitations.  The T&T Committee meets again in August, and the final 
plans will be presented at the September PSC meeting. 
 
Annual Report 2011:  Chris Lundin reminded all ministry reps that August 15 is the 
deadline for submission of content from the ministry for the report.  The reports should 
be prepared with limited formatting, preferably as a Word .doc, with pictures attached;  
send them to clundin@stanford.edu.  The plan is to post the Annual Report on the 
website and have a few printed copies available to be distributed to those who really want 
them, as well as to new parishioners as they register throughout the year. 
 
Parish Directory: Chris anticipates that the finished copies of the Parish Directory will 
be available by the end of August.  Two hundred ninety-two families had pictures taken 
for the Directory, and those parishioners will receive free copies of the Directory.  We 
will order a fixed number of additional directories to be available for $5 each for 
parishioners who want them. 
 
Website review:  Chris and Nora projected the revised paloaltocatholic.org website for 
our review.  Within the next couple of months, it will be possible for ministry reps to 
update ministry content on the website directly, once Nora has instructed them.  Until that 
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time, please send Nora any changes or corrections that you want to make to your ministry 
page(s): nlundin@dsj.org. 
 
Dermody Center Committee:  Jerry Lucha reported that this task force under the 
Building and Equipment Maintenance Committee will be meeting for the first time on 
July 14 at the Dermody Center;  Bill Morrison will likely be the chairperson.  The charter 
of the committee, as approved by the PSC, is to study and guide the refurbishment of the 
center, investigate revenue sources from usage of the center, and foster increased parish 
use of the center. 
 
Ushers’ Manual:  Jim McLaughlin distributed a page heretofore missing from the OLR 
Ushers’ Manual;  the page outlines the topic, “Recording and reporting incidents to the 
parish.”  Jim said that this OLR Ushers’ Manual is being placed in several prominent 
locations at the OLR site (kitchen, hall, church) so its contents are handy as reference 
points when questions arise. 
 
NEW BUSINESS/PLANNING AHEAD: 
Green Committee:  Laura Chiu presented for PSC review three proposed activities to 
encourage ecologically sound behavior in the parish: 

1) August will be Bike to Church month.  Encouragement will be offered in the 
form of a sweepstakes prize drawing at the parish picnic from among those 
who fill out a card each time they bike to church. 

2) Parish picnic:  the Green Committee will have an information table to 
encourage “living green,” and perhaps sponsor some games that echo the 
green living theme. 

3) St. Albert the Great art exhibit in October:  the Green Committee will 
sponsor/encourage the submission of art/craft work made from recyclable 
materials. 

 
Parish Picnic:  Micky Martin of Community Life reiterated that the picnic will be held 
on Sunday, September 18, at OLR.  Planning will start next week; all interested parties 
are invited to participate in the planning. 
 
Parish-wide fundraising 50/50 raffle: Fr. Matt has proposed that we launch the fiscal 
year with a 50/50 raffle in conjunction with the parish picnic.  His suggestion is to sell 
500 tickets at $100 each.  Discussion on the feasibility of the $100 price tag ensued;  
various views were expressed:  $100 is too high;  sell $1 tickets and encourage people to 
buy many; have the prize be a week at a vacation condo so all the money goes to the 
parish, etc.  Chris pointed out that such a raffle has low overhead, and as a first effort, we 
see what we get.  It was agreed that Fr. Matt will lead this project when he returns and the 
PSC will support as best we can. 
 
PSC Ministries rosters:  Kay distributed the 2011-2012 PSC roster and asked people to 
update their information by email to her.  She also distributed the Ministry Reporting 
Schedule and reminded PSC reps that they can trade their prayer or reporting dates with 
other ministries, when necessary and with notice to her. 
 
The next meeting is Wednesday, September 14, 7:00 p.m., hopefully at the Thomas 
House.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 
 
Notes by Kay Williams 
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